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Indigenous Place Keeping Artist Fellowship 
The Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde 
Overview & Applicant Qualifications 
 
Fellow Award Amount: $20,000  
 

Statement of Purpose: 
 
The Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon (CTGR) established the 
Indigenous Place Keeping Artist Fellowship (IPKA) in 2022. The Fellowship exists to develop 
indigenous artist capacity within the Grand Ronde Tribe’s homelands. Art by indigenous people is 
one of the most effective and recognizable ways that we as indigenous people of place can hold a 
place in our homelands and further our own recognition and persistence. The Fellowship is seen as 
a means to develop artists resumes with an intent that artists who have been Fellows become more 
competitive for local, regional, and nationwide funding opportunities that will make an 
independent career as full time artist possible for more indigenous people of this place. 
 

Fellowship Details: 
 

 Following a preliminary and simple application process, up to three applicants will be 

invited and compensated to create proposals outlining the work they would pursue if 

awarded an Indigenous Place Keeping Artist (IPKA) Fellowship. If selected, the Fellow will 

complete the work identified in their proposal during their Fellowship period. 

  IPKA Fellows will visit the Grand Ronde Indian Reservation at least once to meet with 

Cultural Resources staff and community. 

 Fellows will provide monthly status reports. 

 Fellows will provide a presentation about your time as a Fellow with the following target 

audiences in mind: The Grand Ronde Tribal Council, Grand Ronde Tribal Community, and 

a non-tribal focused audience that the Tribe would benefit from their knowing more about 

place keeping work. 

 Will write a blog post as a guest writer for the Chachalu website about your Fellowship, 

topic of your choosing. 

 IPKA Fellowships are administered by the staff of the Grand Ronde Tribe’s Cultural 
Resources Department (CTGR-CRD). CTGR-CRD Manager or a designee serves as the 
IPKA Fellowship Administrator and is the official point of contact (POC) for Fellows.  

 
In addition, optional opportunities will include: 

 Being extended an opportunity to collaborate on an Exhibit to take place at Chachalu 

Museum and Cultural Center. 

 Invited to hold residencies at regional arts organizations such as Sitka Center for Art and 

Ecology on Cascade Head, just north of Lincoln City and 30 minutes by car from the Grand 

Ronde Indian Reservation. 

(Please review the discussion in the Frequently Asked Questions section of this packet) 
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 
 

Selection Committee: 
 
The selection committee may consist of the following as convened by the CTGR-CRD Manager or 
designated Fellowship Administrator who will serve as the Chair of the Selection Committee: 

 

 A past IPKA Fellow 

 A representative of an Oregon Arts Organization or Organization that Funds the Arts in 
Oregon 

 A representative of the Grand Ronde Tribal Council 

 A staff person from the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde or one of its affiliated tribal 
businesses or organizations 

 A Grand Ronde Community Member 

 CTGR-CRD Manager and/or Fellowship Administrator  
 

Basic Qualifications/Eligibility/Selection Process: 
 
The selection process for the IPKA Fellowship is expected to be very competitive. The application 
materials are designed to reveal remarkable capacity, accomplishments, and ability for future 
achievements by the applicant. Strong candidates will have demonstrated leadership qualities, a 
commitment to serve others and the skills required for a career as a successful artist. 
 

 First preference in the selection of a given years first Fellow shall be given to enrolled members 
of the Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde (CTGR). 

If there is no suitable applicant from CTGR or there is funding for more than one position, 
Fellows may be selected from individuals who can demonstrate a verifiable indigenous 
connection to the ancestral peoples of Western Oregon from the lower Columbia River 
in the North all the way to the Klamath River in the South. 

  (Please review the discussion in the Frequently Asked Questions section of this packet) 

 The applicant must be at least 21 years of age. 

 The selection committee shall use its discretion in naming IPKA Fellows. Candidates are 
reviewed based on their professional, academic and artistic background, as well as other 
accomplishments and a demonstrated interest in community building.  Because the Fellowship 
is designed to nurture future artists, rather than to reward established artists, evidence of growth 
potential is also an essential criterion in the selection process. 

 The selection committee shall have the discretion to not name IPKA Fellows for the year under 
consideration if it deems none of the applicants are suitably qualified. 

 Staff of CTGR-CRD will review initial applications and select the top three candidates, who will 
then receive an invitation and guidelines for preparing a proposal within a three week period. A 
selection committee will be convened to score proposals and if based on preliminary scores 
interviews are viewed as helpful to this process they will be scheduled to occur virtually through 
Zoom. After review of Fellowship candidates, individuals will be notified of their selection. 

 Previous IPKA Fellows must wait five years from the end of a Fellowship period to be eligible 
again for additional IPKA Fellowship awards. If awarded in 2022, the next available year one 
could apply would be 2028. Candidates not selected are encouraged to keep applying. 

 
Fellows are selected on the basis of artistic talent, professional skill sets as well as their demonstrated 
interest in community building and indigenous resilience. Applicants must be adaptable, articulate 
and exhibit strong communication skills. A prospective Fellow must have a record of success, the 
ability to manage their time well, and communicate effectively.  
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 
Round 1 
Applicants are required to submit the following application materials at the initial submittal:  

 Application (form provided at end of document) 

 Answers to preliminary questions- no more than 150 words per response to each 
question 

 Detailed Resume (providing information about their shown work, awards, residencies, 
educational background, professional employment and activities, publications and 
presentations, committee and advisory group appointments/participation and 
community involvement) 

 Artist Portfolio with at least five examples of work 
 
Round 2 
Proposal Criteria will be outlined, if a candidate is invited to make a proposal. Proposals are intended 
to take less than twelve hours to prepare and compensation of $400 will be provided at the time a 
complete proposal is submitted. 
 
Round 3 
Optional-Interviews for Finalists 
 
Tentative Calendar & Procedures: 
 
November 17, 2023 - Applications open.   
 
January 19, 2024- Application Deadline - Applicants interested in being considered for this year's 
IPKA Fellowship must have their application received by CTGR-CRD staff on or before this date to 
be accepted. 
 
By Feb 2, 2024 - Finalist Selection - Applicants are provided further guidelines and asked to prepare a 
proposal by February 20th.  
 
March 2024- The selection panel evaluates proposals and meets to discuss. 
 
March 2024 - Selection Notification - The applicants selected will be notified by phone and confirmed 
by letter. All other applicants will receive a phone call or letter informing them of their status. The 
selected applicants are required to complete the selection process by signing a Fellowship 
agreement provided by CTGR-CRD before their Fellowship begins 
 
March 2023- December 2023 

 Fellow executes their proposal 

 Reservation Visit- scheduled by the Fellow with assistance from the Fellowship Administrator.  

 Meets with Chachalu staff to explore option of an exhibit (optional) 

 Attends a residency (optional) 

 Monthly Reports. The Fellow will provide a monthly report 
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1. What is the duration of the Fellowship? 

The Fellowship is scheduled to end December 15, 2024. It can be as long as from the date 
of selection to this date or a shorter period of time as arranged for and identified in a 
successful proposal. 
 

2. Am I guaranteed a residency? 
No.  This is dependent upon timing and availability. If you are interested in this option reach 
out to the Fellowship Administrator to coordinate further after becoming a Fellow. 
 

3. I am an established artist who earns the majority of my income from my Art. Am I eligible 
for this Fellowship? Yes, provided you intend to use the Fellowship to increase your skill 
sets and capacities as an artist as opposed to using the funds to continue or fund your current 
work. This could look like focusing on a medium of art that has not been your focus 
previously. It could also include a clear demonstration of how this Fellowship can contribute 
to your ability to be a full time artist after the Fellowship period. There will be a preference 
for proposals that demonstrate how the Fellowship will provide professional growth 
potential towards becoming a fulltime artist. However, this does not preclude established 
artists from applying. 
 

4. Are there possibilities to extend the Fellowship beyond December 15, 2024? 
No. The Fellowship officially ends on December 15, 2024. If you anticipate not being able to 
complete the work identified in your proposal and submit a final report prior to or by this 
date, you need to obtain approval of a modified proposal and work plan from the Fellowship 
Administrator, prior to this date. Failure to do this may result in forfeiture of a final close out 
payment for the Fellowship, which could constitute up to $10,000 of forfeited funds. 
 

5. What happens to my application form after the IPKA Fellow is selected? 
The selection committee does not assume responsibility for the return of the application or 
supporting documents. All applicants are advised to retain copies of their application forms 
and not to submit irreplaceable documents or other materials. Applicants interested in re-
applying for the following years IPKA Fellowship must complete a new application package, 
adhering to all requirements and deadlines. 

 
11. Please explain more about the funding for the Fellowship? 

The IPKA Fellow will receive a stipend (taxable income) of approximately $20,000. Funds 
are distributed $10,000 at time of Fellowship selection and completion of a Fellowship 
agreement and $10,000 at the completion of the Fellowship. Funds that are deducted from 
the last payment may be advanced to Fellows to reimburse for approved Travel 
Reimbursement—see Travel Policy in the Fellowship handbook. These advanced funds 
distributions will be made in coordination with and at the discretion of the Fellowship 
Administrator. Any funds that have been advanced the fellow will need to be repaid if the 
Fellowship is not completed as agreed.  

 
Application Procedures: 
To expedite the processing of your Fellowship application, please note the following: 

 All materials submitted by the Applicant are non-returnable. 

 CTGR-CRD may use materials for publicity or promotional purposes. 

 Applicants will not be considered for the IPKA Fellowship if all required materials are not 
received by the application deadline. 
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 

 Applicant, by his or her participation in the IPKA Fellowship program, agrees to release and 
hold harmless the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of Oregon, and their 
officers, directors, and staff, and all other entities arising out of your Fellowship. or travel to 
or from locations for said purpose. 
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 

Submit the following: 
 Application- two pages 

 Answers to three preliminary questions in a Word or PDF file- no more than 150 words per 
response to each question 

1. Describe your indigenous connection to the ancestral people of Western Oregon? 
2. What work would being an IPKA Fellow allow you to do? 
3. How will you and your community benefit from the work you want to do? 

 Detailed Resume (providing information about your shown work, awards, residencies, 
educational background, professional employment and activities, publications and 
presentations, committee and advisory group appointments/participation and community 
involvement) 

 Artist Portfolio with at least five examples of work 
 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:       January 19, 2024 at 5 p.m.  (PDST.) 

Please email all application materials to David Harrelson  
Email: cultural.resources@grandronde.org  
Telephone: (503) 879-1630  
 

Indigenous Place Keeping Artist Fellowship Application Form 

Applicant Information 

Full Name (First/ Middle / Last): 

Date of Birth: Place of Birth:  

Current Address: 

City: State: Postal  Code: 

Pronouns:    

ADDITIONAL Information 

Email: 

Home Phone: Mobile Phone: Other Phone: 

TRIBAL AFFILIATION 

Tribe you are enrolled with  

Tribal band or cultural group 
affiliations  

Emergency Contact 

Name of a relative not residing with you: 

Address: Phone: 

City: State: Postal Code: 

Relationship: 

mailto:cultural.resources@grandronde.org
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CTGR – IPKA Fellowship 2024 

Indigenous Place Keeping Artist Fellowship Application Form 

Education information 

Name of last school attended: 

Highest Degree Awarded: Year Degree Awarded: Major: 

Employment 

Current employer: 

Employer address: How long? 

City: State: Zip Code: 

Phone: Fax:  

Position:  □Full-time    □Part-time 

Checklist 

          Application 

          Answers to Three Preliminary Questions 

          Detailed Resume 

          Artist Portfolio with at least five examples of work 

Signature 

I authorize the verification of the information provided on this form. I have received a copy of this 
application. 

Signature of applicant: Date: 

 


